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A zine (pronounced ‘zeen’) is a 
handmade, self-published magazine, 
often photocopied and with a 
limited print run. 

A zine can be in black and white or 

colour and can feature pen and ink, 

collage, drawing or writing. Zines 

are highly individual. They are often 

reproduced on photocopiers.

The word ‘zine’ comes from ‘fanzine’- a 

magazine set up by science fiction fans 

in the 1940s as an alternative to the 

mainstream magazines about celebrities. 

In the 1980s and 90s zines were often 

about music. Now they can be about 

anything. Mostly they reflect whatever 

their producer feels strongly about. 

Zines relate directly to democratic 

tradition of political pamphleteering. 

Pamphlets, being quick and easy to 

produce as well as to hide, have been 

a useful tool for political protest. 

Supporters of the Jacobite rebellion, 

American independence, the Chartist 

movement and the suffragettes have  

all produced pamphlets.

Zines are a means of expression that 

reject traditional news and current 

affairs standards. It is an accessible 

medium of creativity that encourages 

people to experiment with different 

forms of expression.

Zines are great for:

* Exploring alternatives to mainstream 

media and contemporary arts

* Exploring artistic ways to 

 express your opinion 

* Adding to a folio for writing, 

photography or graphic design

Students can discover the nature and purpose 

of zines before creating, either individually  

or in groups, a zine of their own. 

A range of stationery and art materials will 

be provided and copies of existing zines are 

available to view for inspiration.

 WHAT IS A ZINE? WHAT IS THE ZINE PROGRAM ABOUT? 

You have A voice, use iT!  
make a zine. 



Max group size 25

Duration 90 minutes

Year groups 6-12

Aims

* Students explore the 

democratic nature of zines: 

a powerful alternative to 

mainstream media, uncensored 

voice of the people, and an 

exercise in freedom of speech. 

* Students create their own 

zine using stationery and art 

materials provided in the 

MoAD Zine Lounge.

10 minutes

*  Welcome and brief 

introduction to the history 

of zines - museum staff

70 minutes

* Students produce zines  — 

class teacher 

10 minutes

*  Students pack away 

stationery and dispose of 

any litter — class teacher

*  Students leave with  

their original zine — 

museum staff

Email   

bookings@moadoph.gov.au  

Phone  

(02) 6270 8282

Bookings are essential

The Zine Lounge activity has 
links to a range of Australian 
Curriculum outcomes:

Australian Curriculum links

Civics and Citizenship 

* Government and democracy 

* Citizenship, diversity and identity 

*  Problem solving and  

decision making

* Communication and reflection 

*  Analysis, synthesis  

and interpretation

The Arts 

* Media Arts  

* Visual Arts

English 

* Creating texts 

* Interacting with others
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