
 
 
What is Power of 1? 
 
Background 

 
The Power of 1 is part of a national engagement project exploring Australia’s political life. Created in 
collaboration with Canberra University’s Institute of Governance and Policy Analysis, SBS Digital, IPSOS and Mod 
Productions, this exhibit sets out to reshape thinking about engagement and exhibition narratives.   
 
A national baseline survey was conducted in 2014 to explore the Australian community’s views on democracy 
and how these vary across four generations, builders, boomers, Gen X and Gen Y/Z. The survey is still running 
online and will be periodically updated with new information. Students can complete the survey prior to visiting 
the museum or after their visit as a way of engaging hands on with the research that shapes the exhibit.  

 
The right to vote is a fundamental building block of democracy. In 1974 Australia lowered the voting age to 18, 
ushering in a new era of democratic participation for young people. The accusation often levelled at today’s 
young people, tech savvy Gen Y, suggest that they do not value their right to political representation. According 
to ABC News, half a million Australians between 18-24 not registered to vote. Many seem estranged from 
electoral politics and express dissatisfaction, disaffection and even downright resentment towards Australia’s 
political processes. However, according to the research carried out as part of this exhibit, while Gen Y is 

http://www.sbs.com.au/powerof1/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-07-10/half-a-million-young-australians-not-enrolled-to-vote/4809100
http://www.sbs.com.au/powerof1/#results


unimpressed with the political world as we know it, they are still passionate about making their voices heard, 
actively seeking alternatives to the ballot box.  
 
This exhibition is an opportunity for students to explore what it means to have a voice in society. They can see 
how their views stack up in comparison to their peers and previous generations. 
 
A class visit to this exhibit can be tailored to align with English, Visual Art, Media and Cultural Studies. Program 
notes and extension activity suggestions are available to view and print here.  
 
 
Before your visit 
 

 Select the appropriate program for your year level and curriculum and familiarise yourself with the 
content.  

 Complete Social Media Permissions Form 
o Part of the exhibition allows students to create a ‘selfie’ video which is posted the Museum of 

Australian Democracy’s Facebook page. If forms are not completed we will disconnect this 
interactive and the quality of the visit may be diminished. 

 
During your visit 
 
This is a highly interactive exhibition. Power of 1 gives visitors the opportunity for creative response, including 
recording voice clips, selfies and written text. The exhibit relies on visitors engaging with these questions and 
taking the time to respond. Students will be supervised by their teachers during their time, and should be 
encouraged to share their thoughts and opinions. 
 
As you can see in this map, there are four 
rooms, each representing a different 
generation. Within each room some cultural 
icons of the era are displayed, as is some of the 
data from Canberra University’s Institute for 
Governance survey. There is an opportunity for 
personal response in each room.  
 
The questions asked in each room are:  
 
1. What do you like about Australian 

democracy? 
2. What do you dislike about Australian 

democracy? 
3. Tell us about your experience of Australian    

democracy? 
4. How would you change Australian 

democracy? 
 
Should you have any questions about the 
Power of 1 prior to your visit, please contact us 
and we will do our utmost to assist. 
 
 
 

http://moadoph.gov.au/learning/onsite-school-programs/
http://moadoph.gov.au/learning/onsite-school-programs/

