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The Little Digger, the rat and an ​egg—Billy Hughes at War
On Wednesday 25 June at 6.00pm, the Hon. Dr Mike Kelly AM, MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Defence Support will open the exhibition Billy Hughes at War at 
Old Parliament House. 
The exhibition explores William Morris (Billy) Hughes’s leadership as Australian Prime Minister during the First World War. Hughes, who served Australian parliament for over 50 years, is known for splitting the Labor party and the nation in his attempts to introduce conscription for overseas service, championing the Australian troops as “The Little Digger” and his participation in the negotiation of the peace treaty in France in 1919.

A complex and controversial figure, Hughes was known as a man of extremes, arousing admiration and detestation in equal measure. He was renowned for his disregard for social and political conventions, the exhibition looks at his leadership, decisions and character. 
Original artefacts including Hughes’s fountain pen, walking stick and false teeth are on display, and are complemented by multimedia and interactive components that give visitors the opportunity to hear the voices of the conscription debate and vote on the issue. During July and August, live performances will also be held in the exhibition space exploring the dilemma of the conscription referendums. 
Exhibition Curator Laura Back said, “The First World War was a time of extreme hardship in Australia. Hughes’s decisions as a leader changed the Australian landscape socially and politically. He was certainly one of the big characters in Australia’s history and still stirs passionate reactions today”.
The exhibition, funded by a grant from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, will form part of the commemoration of the 90th anniversary of the end of the First World War. 

For more information about the exhibition visit www.billyhughes.oph.gov.au 

The exhibition will be open at the House until 1 February 2009. 
For more information, interview opportunities or images please contact 
Kate Jenkins on 6270 8118, 0407 067 683 or email kate.jenkins@oph.gov.au
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