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Tomorrow, Tuesday 8 July at 6.00pm Senator the Hon. John Faulkner will open the new photographic exhibition Beyond Reasonable Drought at Old Parliament House. 
Beyond Reasonable Drought features 80 extraordinary photos selected from over 1,500 images. It documents the effect of the drought on people in rural and urban communities around the country. The images demonstrate both the harshness and beauty of the Australian landscape in drought.  
Exhibition Patron and 2008 Australian of the Year Lee Kernaghan said, ‘The impact of this drought on people, the land, businesses and communities has been terrible. It’s been relentless and people are doing it tough. The photographers of this exhibition have taken the time to get to know people in those communities and documented their stories, so we can be reminded of what’s happening across our county.’
Beyond Reasonable Drought is an Old Parliament House travelling exhibition in association with the Many Australian Photographers (MAP) Group. The MAP Group is a not-for-profit organisation made up of around 50 photographers, from young amateurs to national award winners. The project has been made possible through the hours of work, resources and funds the photographers have donated—equating to hundreds of thousands of dollars, as well as funding provided by Old Parliament House.
MAP Group Vice-President and photographer Julie Millowick said, ‘Whilst photographing the drought, I constantly encountered people enduring circumstances of incredible financial and emotional hardship. Most Australians do not have a real understanding of the severity and long term impact of the drought. The people I met generously welcomed me into their lives and allowed me to document their devastating situations—which they faced with dignity, courage and incredible endurance. Photographing these people was both an honour and an inspiration.’ 
Julie Millowick will be discussing the making of the exhibition on Wednesday 9 July, 5.30pm–7.00pm, bookings on (02) 6270 8282.
The exhibition will be at Old Parliament House as part of Vivid, the National Photography Festival, and will be open until 26 October 2008. It will then travel to Horsham Regional Art Gallery and Wangaratta Exhibitions Gallery.
For more information about the exhibition visit www.oph.gov.au/brd
For more information about the MAP Group, visit www.mapgroup.org.au
For more information, interview opportunities or images please contact 
Kate Jenkins on 6270 8118, 0407 067 683 or email kate.jenkins@oph.gov.au
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