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Most Australian children under 10 do not know life without water restrictions—without the guilt-free joy of running through the sprinkler or having water fights for hours on a hot afternoon. With growing consensus that the drought of recent years is linked to climate change, we have to wonder whether children will ever have such fun again.
Our nation was formed at the height of the devastating 1895-1902 drought, which became known as the Federation Drought. Dry periods of varying intensity have been experienced since then. So often and severe are these droughts that they have become entrenched in our national image and consciousness. Most Australians would immediately recognise and feel a sentimental attachment to the line ‘I love a sunburnt country’. Likewise, many perceive people of ‘the bush’ as stoic and hardy, shaped by harsh conditions over generations. Their perceived strength and tenacity are broadly accepted as being part of our national character, and this is reflected and explored in our popular culture and art.
We anticipate and prepare for an irregular cycle of good and bad times, but the current conditions go beyond what we reasonably expect. The severity and duration of this drought has affected the prosperity, social fabric and political landscape of Australia. We find ourselves simultaneously unified and divided as we search for solutions and consider their effects on businesses, farmers, communities, the environment and our daily lives.

‘The severity and duration of this drought has affected the prosperity, social fabric and political landscape of Australia.’

Over the past 10 years, the Many Australian Photographers Group has voluntarily recorded the impact of the drought on the land, individuals and the national psyche. This exhibition presents a glimpse of more than 2000 images compiled through this extraordinary initiative. They document the way we work and live during drought. They present the seemingly contradictory combination of beauty and desolation to be found in our parched continent. And they pose questions to us about our attitude to water use, our national and personal priorities, and the durability of our national character as we go beyond reasonable drought.
The MAP Group is a non-profit association of about 50 photographers with a shared passion for and commitment to high-quality, independent documentary image making. The group is led by Andrew Chapman, who has a long history of initiating rural-based projects. The MAP Group donates all imagery to the towns and people involved—a gift that enriches their historical archives in a unique and substantial way.
For this project, MAP sought inspiration from the work of the highly acclaimed Farm Security Administration (FSA). During the 1930s, when the American mid-west faced crippling drought and economic collapse, the FSA (as part of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s ‘New Deal’) brought that situation to the attention of the wider world. The FSA photographers achieved that by creating serious, compassionate imagery which, 70 years later, is still incredibly powerful.
MAP Group members have paid homage to the FSA with Beyond Reasonable Drought. Although not comparing their efforts to the extraordinary achievement of the FSA, they have aspired to produce a comprehensive, sensitive, ethically sound and powerful body of work that is a permanent, diverse and valuable interpretation of Australia’s current long-term drought.
Beyond Reasonable Drought is an Old Parliament House travelling exhibition in association with the MAP Group.
Images
Below is a list of the images, photographers, where and when the images were taken. Images can be supplied on request. 
Western Australia

Trish Ainslie, Cattle muster at Carlton Hill Station, the Kimberley, WA, 1991

Roger Garwood, Cattle muster on Fossil Downs Station, the Kimberley, WA, c.1990
Queensland

Michael Amendolia, Kangaroo desperate for water, Dagworth Station, Qld, 2002

Michael Amendolia, Father and son on the Diamantina River, Winton, Qld, 2002

Michael Amendolia, Sandy Kidd, Windorah, Qld, 2002

Michael Amendolia, Flying out over the channel country, Windorah, Qld, 2002

Michael Amendolia, Feeding lick block, Stonehenge, Qld, 2002

Leo Farrell, Liberation, Rockhampton, Qld, 2005

Leo Farrell, Momentum, Rockhampton, Qld, 2005

New South Wales

Michael Amendolia, Drought on Oxley Station, Macquarie Marshes, NSW, 2002

Michael Amendolia, Stress, Albury, NSW, 2002
Chris Atkins, Still empty after all these years, Barmedan and Temora, NSW, 2007

David Callow, The Darling River, Pooncarrie, NSW, 2007

Andrew Chapman, A dry and dusty life, Mossgiel Station, Mossgiel, NSW, 2002

Andrew Chapman, Rounding up a stray, Lochnagar Station, Ivanhoe, NSW, 2002

Andrew Chapman, Waiting for rain, Mossgeil Station, Mossgeil, NSW, 2002

Andrew Chapman, Dry as the bones in the bottom, near Ivanhoe, NSW, 2002

Andrew Chapman, Charlie Farrar in a dust storm, Mossgiel, NSW, 2002

Andrew Chapman, Following the fenceline, One Tree, NSW, 2007

Darren Clark, Dust to dust, Coonamble, NSW, 2002

Darren Clark, Dead sheep, Coonamble, NSW, 2002

Darren Clark, Removing a sheep from a bog, Engonia, NSW, 2002

Rodney Dekker, Droving, near Warren, NSW, 2007

Rodney Dekker, Dust storm, Nevertire, NSW, 2007

Lucy Di Paolo, Remember when…, Lightning Ridge, NSW, 2007

Peter Eve, Yards, near Bourke, NSW, 2003

Joseph Feil, Rolling out feed in a barren landscape, Hay, NSW, 2007

Susan Gordon-Brown, Rumleigh cotton farm with no cotton, Brewarrina, NSW, 2007

Susan Gordon-Brown, Coleen Houston, Budgewah, Hay, NSW, 2007

Dale Mann, Sunset on Hay Plain, Hay, NSW, 2006
Julie Millowick, Kevin Cock watches his mature citrus trees burn, Buronga, NSW, 2007

Gary Richardson, Gol Gol Creek, Gol Gol, NSW, 2008

Tobias Titz, On the drought, Ariah Park, NSW, 2007

Tim Webster, $4k per meg, Merbein, Vic, 2007

Juanita Wilson, Fruit orchards—all cut back to roots, Bourke, NSW, 2007

Juanita Wilson, Unique shearers kitchen, near Willcannia, NSW, 2007

Victoria
Julie Bowyer, Water sign ahead!, Vic, 2007

Julie Bowyer, The silver lining is Australian humour, Rochester, Vic, 2007

Noel Butcher, Relentless, Broadford, Vic, 2002

Noel Butcher, An eye on the drought, Yarra Valley, Vic, 2007

Noel Butcher, Once was a lawn, Broadford, Vic, 2002

Noel Butcher, Rainwater carwash, Richmond, Vic, 2004

Andrew Chapman, Water marks on exposed red gum, Hume Weir, Bethanga, Vic, 2007

Andrew Chapman, Dead carp, Hume Weir, Bethanga, Vic, 2007

Michael Coyne, Sons and father, Numurkah, Vic, 2006

Rodney Dekker, Girl in the reservoir, Bendigo, Vic, 2007

Rodney Dekker, Lake Burrumbeet, Ballarat, Vic, 2007

Rodney Dekker, Gippsland floods, Paynesville, Vic, 2007

Rodney Dekker, Failed harvest, Ouyen, Vic, 2006

Rodney Dekker, The blackboard of an outback town, Vic, 2006

Rodney Dekker, Stony Creek Reservoir, Geelong, Vic, 2006

Joseph Feil, Green Lake – this was full of life once, Horsham, Vic, 2008

Joseph Feil, Drought bus through pub window, Coleraine, Vic, 2007

Susan Gordon-Brown, Plug the pipe, near Shepparton, Vic, 2007

Ponch Hawkes, ‘If you could only save one thing……..’, various towns, Vic, 2006/07

Ian Kenins, Low tide on Lake Wendouree, Ballarat, Vic, 2007

Ian Kenins, All dressed up and nowhere to row, Ballarat, Vic, 2007

Ian Kenins, Dusty day’s end, Geelong, Vic, 2006

Margie McClelland, Patterns of devastation, near Balranald, Vic, 2003

Georgia Metaxas, The bridge to Bonnie Doon, Mansfield, Vic, 2007

Julie Millowick, Stage 4 water restrictions – recycling/saving, Fryerstown, Vic, 2008

Julie Millowick, Dead citrus orchard, Mildura, Vic, 2007

Julie Millowick, Drought sign – long term stage 4 water restrictions, Chewton, Vic, 2007
Julie Millowick, Drought 03 – Continuing Drought 07, Fryerstown, Vic, (left) 2003 & (right) 2007

Jaime Murcia, Three trees, Corack, Vic, 2007 & 2008

Jaime Murcia, Water tank production, Marong, Vic, 2008

Kristian Scott, Knackery No.5, Melbourne, Vic, 2006

Krystal Seigerman, Chris Nicholls, Painter, Wal Wal, Vic, 2007

Michael Silver, After the Grampians bushfires, near Willaura, Vic, 2006

Tim Webster, Ian the truckie, Merbein, Vic, 2007

Tim Webster, The sheep will have to go, Greenvale, Vic, 2007

Tim Webster, There’s always hope, Cullulleraine, Vic, 2007

South Australia

David Callow, Rain over Burra, SA, 2007

Andrew Chapman, Tending melons by a dam, Dutton, SA, 2007

Andrew Chapman, Spirit and Resilience, Johnburg, SA, 2007

Rodney Dekker, Sam Dodd, Lake Albert, Meningie, SA, 2008

Peter Eve, Donald Sampson, Oodnadatta Track near Marla, SA, 2006

Peter Eve, Road side sale – making ends meet, Willowie, SA, 2006
Bruce Postle, Mount Lyndhurst station, Lyndhurst, SA, 2001

Bruce Postle, Tracks in the riverbed, Lyndhurst, SA, 2001

Photographers
Featured photographers include Rodney Dekker who won the Roving Eye ‘Expose Your World’ competition 2007 with his drought series, and Ian Kenins who was awarded ‘Best Reporting of an Issue’ by the Australian Sports Commission media awards for his reporting of the effect of the drought on sport. 

Other featured photographers include:

· David Callow, World Press Photo 2001

· Barry Salzman, International Golden Light Travel Award
· Michael Silver, Australian Press Photographer of the Year '85, Nikon Press Photograph of the year '85, 2nd Place
· Andrew Chapman, The Shearers and Campaign exhibitions
· Bruce Postle, Nikon Press Photograph of the year
· Michael Coyne, first western photographer into Iran post revolution
· David Callow, World Press Photo 2001

· Barry Salzman, International Golden Light Travel Award
· Michael Silver, Australian Press Photographer of the Year '85, Nikon Press Photograph of the year '85, 2nd Place
· Andrew Chapman, The Shearers and Campaign exhibitions
· Bruce Postle, Nikon Press Photograph of the year
· Michael Coyne, first western photographer into Iran post revolution

For more information, interview opportunities or images please contact 
Kate Jenkins on 6270 8118, 0407 067 683 or email kate.jenkins@oph.gov.au
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