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February 18, 2009
CELEBRATED AUSTRALIAN ACTOR APPOINTED CHAIR OF OLD PARLIAMENT HOUSE

Special Minister of State, Senator John Faulkner, today announced that celebrated actor and writer William McInnes has been appointed as the Chair of the Old Parliament House Advisory Council for a three year term.

Mr McInnes received AFI and Logie Awards for his work as a film and television actor, and was named Australian Newcomer of the Year at the Australian Book Industry Awards in 2006.  Also a noted speaker, Mr McInnes delivered the John Batman Oration on “What it means to be Australian” in 2007.  His knowledge and experience will be of considerable value to the work of the Council.

Senator Faulkner said “I am delighted that William McInnes has agreed to take up the role of Chair at such an exciting time in the development of Old Parliament House.  I know he brings a passion for our democratic tradition, as well as a love of one of its great symbols, Old Parliament House.”

Senator Faulkner paid tribute to retiring Chair, the Rt Hon Doug Anthony AC CH, who has played a key role in developing Old Parliament House’s new role.  “I thank Doug Anthony for steering Old Parliament House through this time of great development.”

The Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House will be the only museum in Australia dedicated to telling the story of Australian democracy.  Throughout the building visitors will be able to celebrate and consider the history and distinctive character of Australian democracy while continuing to enjoy the history and heritage of the building.

Mr McInnes said “I am delighted to be given the opportunity to be involved in helping other Australians and myself to better understand the Australia we live in.”
Throughout the final stages of the development visitors can continue to enjoy the rich history of Australia’s political past at Old Parliament House through tours, events and exhibitions. 

For more information about the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House or to arrange an interview with Jenny Anderson, Director, Old Parliament House please contact Kate Jenkins on (02) 6270 8118 or kate.jenkins@oph.gov.au 
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