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MEDIA RELEASE (UNDER EMBARGO)  - 10 August 2011 
More than a third of Australians complain to strangers, survey finds
Australians urged to have their say 
More than a third (35%) of Australians have been so passionate about an issue in our community they have expressed their views to a complete stranger, according to new survey results released today.
This is just above those who have engaged directly with their parliamentary representatives (33%).
The survey also indicates that the media is primarily responsible for sparking debate and discussion in the home around issues of national significance.
Released as part of “Have Your Say Day” by the Museum of Australian Democracy in Canberra the results show that while Australians are interested in issues in the community, they do not always follow this up with further action.
Not surprisingly, the majority of us speak to our family and friends about issues of democracy (68%) or have signed petitions (69%).  Over a third have attended a public meeting (37%) and nearly a quarter have attended a protest or rally (24%). Fewer have joined or supported a lobby group (18%).
Online media has created another avenue for Australians to participate in democracy with two in five Australians choosing to post comments online.
“We are more likely to complain to our families and friends, or do things like sign petitions, than participate in active lobbying,” said Michael Richards, Acting Deputy Director at the Museum of Australian Democracy.
 “Participating in democracy isn’t just about voting in elections, it is about making sure that elected representatives are representing our views in parliament during their term – they can’t do this if they don’t know what our views are.”
“This is why we created “Have Your Say Day” – we wanted to remind Australians that they have the right to talk about the issues that they are passionate about whether there is an election on or not,” said Mr Richards.
The news sparks debate about democracy
One in five said that they are most likely to discuss and debate issues that are sparked by media coverage, with nearly half of all respondents (45%) saying that they are likely to debate issues on a weekly basis. Nearly 1 in 5 (18%) have these debates and discussions on a daily basis.
“It is heartening to see that Australians are talking about issues that are important to them, this is part of living in a democracy. For many of us, civic participation beyond the home and workplace is something we only do occasionally,” said Mr Richards. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘“That’s why we are putting some ideas forward to remind people about the fantastic range of tools for democratic action we are lucky enough to have in this open liberal democracy that is Australia today.”
“Having a debate at home and with friends is good, but there are plenty of ways that you can take this further and make sure that your views are being heard.”
Below are 10 suggestions for how Australians might want to get involved in “Have Your Say Day”:
Contribute to the “Have Your Say Day” dialogue by visiting www.ourfreedom.com.au 
Join a group with a cause
Tweet about it using #moadhaveyoursayday to join the conversation
Find out who your Member of Parliament and Senators are at the Australian Electoral Commission website: http://www.aec.gov.au/
Go to your favourite newspaper’s website and make a comment about a news story, or write a letter to the Editor
Start a blog of your own or participate in a blog or forum online
Call a talkback radio station and voice your opinion
Discuss democracy or some of the issues in today’s news with your family and friends – what are their thoughts and opinions?
Post a note in your Facebook status or create your own Facebook poll
Post a video to YouTube and tag it “Have Your Say Day” and encourage your friends to do the same

The Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House, Canberra will be collecting views on the health of Australian democracy shared on “Have Your Say Day” and releasing them as part of International Day of Democracy on September 15.
More information on “Have Your Say Day” can be found on www.ourfreedom.com.au and following #moadhaveyoursayday and @MoAD_Canberra. You can also visit the museum’s website at www.moadoph.gov.au .
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For more information and interview opportunities contact: David Micallef, Fenton Communications, david@fenton.com.au , 03 9600 0006, 0431 635 568 or Justin Watts, Fenton Communications, Justin@fenton.com.au , 03 9600 0006, 0431 254 769

Interview opportunities are available with:
· Michael Richards, Acting Deputy Director, Museum of Australian Democracy
· Andrew Harper, Acting Director, Museum of Australian Democracy
Editors notes:
· A Pure Profile survey was conducted with 1,011 participants
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