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MEDIA RELEASE (draft)
1 August 2011 

One in ten Australians would sell their vote if they could, 
while one in five would not vote

Despite valuing living in a democratic society, one in five Australians would not vote if they were given the choice, according to the results of a survey released today.
Worryingly, one in ten would sell their vote if they could.
Twenty per cent of Australians also admitted to having cast a donkey vote or refusing to vote at an election. The majority of respondents who had submitted a donkey vote claimed that they didn’t like any option at the time.
A recent survey has been conducted by the Museum of Australian Democracy (MoAD) to highlight the importance that democracy plays to the every day life of Australians.
MoAD has recently undertaken a campaign to highlight what Australia would be like without a democracy. Using promotions for the fictitious “Australian Interior Authority” it has been declaring the prohibition of public gatherings, monitoring student activity and asking Australians to register all pregnancies. 
Michael Richards, Acting Deputy Director from MoAD says the campaign aims to highlight the complacency about democracy that seems to be creeping into Australian culture.
“From a recent survey we conducted we found that democracy is something that Australians value but don’t necessarily understand how it impacts them,” said Mr Richards from MoAD.
“A number of Australians struggle to understand how, outside of elections, they can contribute to democracy as part of their day to day lives.”
While the majority of Australians value living in a democracy, nearly two-thirds of Australians have difficulty in acting on issues that they are passionate about. Around 30% of respondents cited being too busy to be able to take part in issues of national importance, while a further 20% believe that Australians lack inspirational figureheads that inspire Australians to be passionate about their rights. 
A further 10% think that there is nothing left to stand up for or that there are plenty of groups that will stand up for them.
However – Australians agreed that we should stand up for the rights of others. 
Nearly two in three Australians think we should advocate the rights of people living in non-democratic societies.


Do we know who represents us?
Australians were more likely to know who represents them in federal parliament (67%) and state parliament (64%) than in their local government (58%). 
Men are more likely than women to know who their local representatives in parliament are, while young people are least likely to know. Less than half of those aged 18 to 24 years know who represents them in federal parliament. Those aged over 65 are the most likely to know their local member (82% federal, 81% state).
Queenslanders are most likely to know who represents them in federal parliament, while South Australians and West Australians are less likely to know their federal MPs.
“Australia’s three levels of democracy means that they have a range of people they can speak to about local, state and national issues,” said Mr Richards. “We encourage people to find out who they can talk to.”
What is important to us?
When asked which issues were important, Australians listed the following current issues: 
· Healthcare (97%)
· Access and standard of education (94%)
· Cost of living (93%)
· Crime and violence (92%)
Other very important or important issues for a majority of Australians include: poverty (82%), indigenous equality (68%), women’s rights (77%), climate change (65%), and immigration and asylum seekers (83%). 
Australians have a chance to Have Their Say
The Museum of Australian Democracy will be holding a “Have Your Say Day” on Wednesday 10 August.  The day will be used to encourage all Australians to have their say and participate in democracy.
“A number of Australians complain that they don’t have time to think about, or participate in democracy. So the museum is creating the time through “Have Your Say Day”,” said Mr Richards.
“We are encouraging everyone to use this day as a central point to talk about the issues that matter most in their lives. There are many ways that people can get involved, from speaking to friends, participating online or writing to their local representatives.”
More information on “Have Your Say Day” can be found on www.ourfreedom.com.au and by following #moadhaveyoursayday

<ends>
For more information and interview opportunities contact: David Micallef, Fenton Communications, david@fenton.com.au , 03 9600 0006, 0431 635 568

Interview opportunities are available with:
Michael Richards, Acting Deputy Director, Museum of Australian Democracy
Andrew Harper, Acting Director, Museum of Australian Democracy

Editors notes:
· A Pure Profile survey was conducted with 1,011 participants
· A fact sheet with state-by-state figures is available
· A fact sheet on “Have Your Say Day” is also available
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