Museum of Australian Democracy opens at Old Parliament House 

Weekend of celebrations planned including a debate with well-known Australians, free concert and open day for visitors

The first and only museum in Australia dedicated to telling the story of our democracy will open this weekend with the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House in Canberra. 

It will be opened by  the Hon RJL Hawke AC—the last prime minister to serve in the House, joined by William McInnes—Chairman of the Advisory Council and the Special Minister of State, Senator John Faulkner. 

The new Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House will connect Australians with more than 2000 years of history and heritage within a network of dynamic exhibitions. The new museum will trace democracy from its earliest origins and will captivate visitors’ imagination through the stories of real people using their voice to achieve extraordinary things. 

In the exhibition Australian Democracy—more than 2000 years in the making visitors will journey through time placing Australia’s democracy in its historical and geographical context. Visitors will view rare objects including:

the first President of the United States George Washington’s writing set and inkstand which he used to pen some of his most famous speeches. These objects are on loan from the Mount Vernon Estate in Washington and have never before been seen outside of America

the first edition of Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man (1791) published in support of the French Revolution, to complement this is a red velvet weapon used during the revolution. 

The innovative, Living Democracy—the power of the people exhibition will be previewed with a mosaic of footage collected by a team of interviewers including famed journalist Andrew Urban, who has interviewed Australians to see how democracy plays a role in their life. As well as gaining insights from people on the street, the mosaic offers a unique opportunity to meet a range of Australians with a diverse range of opinions, including key Australian figures such as the Australian actor Jack Thompson and Terry Hicks, the Adelaide father of captured suspected terrorist David Hicks, who discusses how democracy has changed his family’s life. 

Director of the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House, Jenny Anderson says, “We have designed the museum to appeal to visitors of all ages including families, students and scholars looking to be inspired by the amazing real life stories of the Australians who actively fought to shape the society we live in today. It will present a balanced view on our democracy; people will be able to decide what we have done well, what we could have done better and the challenges that lie ahead of us as a democratic society. The museum will be constantly evolving, so there will always be something fresh and new to experience.”

Chairman of the Advisory Council, William McInnes says, “This won’t be a ‘finger-wagging’ exercise in democracy, rather it will be an adventure.  It will be a place where Australians can come and renew their knowledge of our history and be inspired and indeed challenged. There is a need for everybody, whatever age, whatever part of life they are from, to reacquaint themselves with the history of Australia’s democracy to understand where we have come from and where we might be headed.”

To mark the historic opening of the Museum of Australian Democracy, a weekend of celebrations has been organised:

Friday, 8 May 

10.00am – Media photo call with William McInnes, celebrity debaters and the Directors of the Museum of Australian Democracy 

10.15am—Media tours (pre-opening to the public) 
A special media preview tour of the new Museum of Australian Democracy will be held on Friday 8 May prior to the debate

11.00am—What’s on your mind? debate

Since February, thousands of Australians have participated in the democratic process in a fun and engaging way by voting for the topic “most on their mind” and who they would like to see debate through the site  HYPERLINK "http://www.whatsonyourmind.moad.gov.au" www.whatsonyourmind.moad.gov.au. The What’s on your mind?  campaign will culminate in a debate held at the museum, opened by William McInnes and hosted by comedian James O’Loghlin. News personality Tracey Spicer, radio host Steve Cannane, Australian of the Year nominee Jeffrey Robertson, and media personality Bianca Dye are debating the topic “does work/life balance exist for Australians today?”  

Saturday, 9 May – grand opening of the Museum of Australian Democracy

9.30am—celebrations begin for the grand opening including live outdoor music and entertainment, featuring John Williamson, Ruby Hunter and Archie Roach
11.00am—The Hon RJL Hawke AC (Bob Hawke) will open the Museum of Australian Democracy with Chairman of the Advisory Council  William McInnes and Special Minister of State, Senator John Faulkner
11.30am—Media opportunity to speak to Hon RJL Hawke AC—the last prime minister to serve in the House. Members Dining Room, use back entrance of the building 
For more information on upcoming events and current exhibitions at the Museum of Australian Democracy visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.moadoph.gov.au" www.moadoph.gov.au. 

ENDS

Notes to editors: 

Other Museum of Australian Democracy experiences include Cabinet-in-Confidence where visitors will be immersed in some of the dilemmas that have faced members of Cabinet over the years, such as attempts to ban the Communist Party and the 1976 refugee crisis. 

Hands on democracy encourages younger visitors to be active citizens by learning about how democracy relates to them.

To arrange a tour or an interview with Chairperson of the Advisory Council, William McInnes, the debaters or the Director of the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House, Jenny Anderson, please contact:
Kate Jenkins, (02) 6270 8118, 0407 067 683,  HYPERLINK "mailto:kate.jenkins@moadoph.gov.au" kate.jenkins@moadoph.gov.au
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