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The “What’s on your mind?” campaign 

What is the “What’s on your mind?” campaign? 

· To build momentum in the lead up to the opening of the new Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House in May, a national campaign called “What’s on your mind?” is being launched to engage Australians in the democratic process in a fun and entertaining way. 

· Australians are being invited to decide the social and cultural topic “most on their mind” by voting at a new dedicated website: www.whatsonyourmind.moad.gov.au The topic which receives the most votes will be presented at the “What’s on your mind?” debate on 8 May 2009, which will form part of the launch plans for the opening of the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House.

· Australians will also be invited to vote for nominated well-know Australians they would like to see present their case at the debate.

· Topics Australians can vote on were compiled after Newspoll research explored social and cultural subjects high on the agenda of Australians. It uncovered that health and happiness of Australian families (97%); the cost of living (98%) and the overall state of our nation (92%) and Australia’s youth (91%) are top of mind in 2009.

Who can take part? 

· The campaign is open to everyone across the nation, and we invite everyone to take part!
· Australians are urged to visit the campaign’s website: www.whatsonyourmind.moad.gov.au to take part in the campaign and find out more information.
What do I need to do? 

· The first step is to visit the website www.whatsonyourmind.moad.gov.au and vote for the topic you would most like to see debated.
· The topics were chosen after engaging with a number of Australian opinion leaders and the media around what topics they thought were on the minds of Australians. Following this, Newspoll research was commissioned amongst 1200 Australian adults to define the core subject areas.
· You can also submit an alternative topic you would like to see debated, if this doesn’t appear on the website.
· The second step is to vote for the well known Australians you would most like to see debate the winning topic at the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House on 9 May.
· The www.whatsonyourmind.moad.gov.au website will feature updates on which topics and personalities are proving most popular until April 2009.
· The topic and the well know Australians which has received the most votes will be announced on the website www.whatsonyourmind.moad.gov.au 
When can I take part?

· Australians are invited to participate from 18 February 2009 
· The last votes will be made in April 2009
Can I attend the debate on Friday 8 May? 

· Information on how to enter the competition to obtain tickets can be found at www.whatsonyourmind.moad.gov.au
- ENDS -

For more information, please contact: Kate Jenkins, (02) 6270 8118, 0407 067 683 or email kate.jenkins@moadoph.gov.au
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